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| -"WASHINGTON — The archivistsat " -~ ~ FDR, “but’the people dawn the line -
“Hyde Park have finaily decided that ~ .. -~ can get it cut.”” Donald Segretti had not -
~enough time has-elapsed since Water. -~ . yetbeenborn. o Sk
;gate to'share with their taxpayerem- = . : - F.D.R. went on to explain in detaij |
~ployers the news that Franklin D.. . - " how the salacious rumor should be |
- Roosevelt pioneered in the sleazy busi. planted, making the point that the can. - - -
ness of secretly recording conversa. - didate’s wife had been **hired” to cam-< |
tions in the President’s office. =~ . = - paigawithhim. - © e
F.D.R. apologist Arthur. Schlesinger .+ Consider the depth of the moral hy- | -
| 3¢ 7 hastily assures us that the eaves. - . pocrisy: here was a man whose own |
| “droppingdevice installed by his idol was . .+ ... .rarriage was a lie; whose lifelong -
=mzrely *{o protect F.D.R. from being - .- - relationship with Lucy Rutherford |
‘mizquoted-during the 1340 campaign,” . .. Mercer, in whose arms he died, prob- | -

. .| presumably by his lapdog press corps,” L ...~ . ablydrove his wife into her intimate |
“1hand~that shours -of - conversatiors- with S e e e * Involverent with Lorena Hickok; here || .
..jupoliticalleaders wers racorded “through S William. .. was F.D.R. directing his political -

7 L accidertovinadvertence.” . . - By William Saﬁr'e', . hatchetmen “way.waydmt%zﬁne" :

i Inadvertence, my eye; Roosevelt e Ao e . . the sofa’ 10 PesSmear his political opponent with -
; -deligivted “in- secret' snooping, - again ladygfsmf:a lfaoht:hcstl_nljbg ;ﬁ:sgf‘a,_ A'ruxnorsofinﬁdel;?ty:, g op R LI
jrdagamandagain: o0 B0 oy source that he was awags . Here was a polifician — keeping El. | . < < -
-0 The :late "William Sullivan of the - ;lilttértoﬁrarzx-*n R.becaﬁ';eota“meay: _ eanor Rooseveit by his political side, /| -
- 1-E.B.L,, whosupervised the tapping of my - .. trick” pulled while F.D.R. was at the  Posing falsely as a loving helpmeet, by .}

- | own telephone in 1969, confided to mein .- Navi Dgpartment AN :.sendingheronpoliti&ltripsanddiplo; I

0 1-1973 thatiithe” surveillance ordered by VYD R © 07 0 matic missions at taxpayers! expense
- | F.D.R..of War Production Board chiet- - .®5Sam Pryor, now. 84, who packed ". _elling his Government-paid rumor- | .. -
|+Donald Nelson: was far more intimate -+ the galleries for Wendell Willkie atthe . ' monoer to see to it that the opposing {1 LT

""""""" . sand extensive, and centered ori his amo- .~ 1940 Republican Convention, insists - candidate was accused of “hiring” his .y -~ -.
/j7rous interests — which President Roose- -/ that ' F.D.R. operative Ed “Flymn' " yitatoappearathisside. - - B I
veltfoundfascinating. - - .-c: - bugged Republican campaign offices * "FD R had his' greatmesses, too; | |
~|~ .|  °Gen William Donovan, head of the - ".and says “what F.D.R. did to Willkde - ghy shoiid anyone who hated £ wals. | -
" .| 2gency that was the predecessor of the . [ade Watergate look like a tea jowin Watergate now want to frolicin | - .
| CLA,, warned his “intelligence col. ~PAFY-” ... - 0T Franklingate? F.D.R.’s dirty-tricksdo |
¢ 1 leaguiesin 1342, one of them informs me, . - »* Until now," such charges could be " not subtract one iota from- Richard -

:to-be guarded in their tallk while in the
- 17 President’s office because conversations -
.. there-were «“‘taken 'down” (either by

_pher hidden in'the room underneath).

.- |*famous:contemporary (still alive and
-~ jralert).that she and “cousin Franklin,”
' |+then Assistant Secretary of the Navy,
:had placed what he called a “‘bug’’ina
fJarapmext to a‘sofa used by Bernard .
{Baruch, at a time when Mr. Baruch
'1;was having an affair with a-‘woman in
theHay-Adams Hotel in Washington.

-adored - F.DR., .cousin ' Franklin had

C uch’s-bed,7but ‘cousin: Alice explained
;. that “Berni¢’s amour was a lady, and no -

i recording, or by a Signal Corps stenogra- - =

~'® Alice’ Roosevelt' Longworth told a -
- Wendell Willkie <— whose real sin was' -
‘to dare challenge F.D.R.’s right to a -

-According to the gossipy Mrs. L.,-who "

'waved aside as pitiful precedent-Seek-
" ing by Nixonians out to ameliorate )
"'their man’s crimes by arguing *every- .
“body did it.”” But now comes F.D.R.’s . cretrecorderin1945, - - R
- voice, covered up these 40 years; or- ., Ah, but it’s. strangely satistying'to”| -
- see the newspapers uniformly devote *

- the lower right-hand corner of their~| ¢~
. front pages to this story, andthenet- [ .- - -
.- work documentaries already in the-
.can for " the - ‘Roosevelt .centennial -

dering a. political- aide to besmear

third term ~— with rumors of an affair
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- is.no excuse, and is
- ‘Harry Truman removed

with a lady in New- York, assumed to’
“be’book review editor Irita Van Doren.. .-
**Spread it as a word-of-mouth thing,” - -
.directed the President of the United -.
States. (In ‘some transcripts, that dis- "
maying command appearsas “‘[Wecan] .
3 1 < spreadit,” as if historians are loath to let
;% warted-to:plant the bug under Mr. Ba. -

. Arthur as he dismisses as “inadvert-7] -
- ent” the activation of a surreptitious |. -
- recorder, and as insigpificant as an i
the guilty quotation stand without some .. historic revelation this partial destruc. :
++ tiny extenuation.) ““We can’t have any of .
our principal speakers refer toit,” said  tended. .

-~ Nixon’s misdeeds. “Everybodydidit” |- = .

not even true — |
FD.R’s se- |

forced to gpen the glorifications to in." -

sert this discordant asterisk. And to-{ .. .

watch the painful smile of my friend 7

tion of the legend he has 39 lovingly ! 2




